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between the races, takes now a more intelligent interest in
the uplift of the Bantu. The chief universities of the Union
maintain chairs of native anthropology, and encourage stu-
dents to investigate native life with a zeal and sympathy
uncommon thirty years ago.21 In 1929 such public bodies
as churches, universities, and welfare societies collaborated
with private individuals in establishing the South African
Institute of Race Relations to study racial problems and to
further practical co-operation between the diverse groups.
This true marriage between a scientific interest and a humani-
tarian outlook has had a wide and potent influence. "Where-
as twenty-five years ago," remarked Professor Basil Williams
on revisiting the Union in 1937, "fear dictated a policy of
repression, today there was everywhere apparent an interest
in and a concern for the welfare of the South African native/*22
But the notable advance in the attitudes and practices
of trusteeship does not mean that social distance between
the races has substantially lessened or that the fundamental
problem of power is any nearer solution. The grim fact of
different racial communities, with diverse privileges within
the one state, still survives. Although the Europeans, as
the preceding chapter illustrated, are often divided among
themselves, they at least possess that corpus of common
purposes which constitutes the true life of a democratic
state, but they are determined to exclude the Bantu by walls
of segregation from sharing such purposes.
Some of the policies of trusteeship now pursued will
assuredly hasten the day when the white population must
face an insistent demand by*the natives and the other racial
groups for more privileges and enlarged power. An awak-
ened yearning for liberty among the dominated is inevitable.
The advance of native education will ultimately further it.
'The more the culture of the white man is assimilated, the
more certain is this yearning. The future may even witness
a closing of the ranks between the three racial communities
^Betterment in native welfare is appraised by C. T. Loram, "Native Progress
and Improvement in Race Relations in South Africa, 1911-1931" (Journal of
the African Society, XXXII, Jan., 1933). Improvement has been less notable
in native public health. See Report of the Committee Appointed to Inquire into
the Training oj Natives in Medicine and Public Health (1928).
**South African Outlook, March, 1937.